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Two years since we directed attention to the 
want of uniformity prevailing in the designation 
of colors, more especially of tints made from one 
or more pigments. The large number of shades of 
hues, a number continually receiving additions 
through chemical discoveries, is the ordinary but 
insufficient excuse pleaded for this vagueness. 

Confessedly, it is increasingly difficult to dis- 
tinguish in mixed colors the division line of one 
predominating but expiring tint with another 
closely akin to it, but really distinguishable from 
it ; but our reference is not to such extreme nice- 
ties — to differences so subtle that it is sufficient for 
the eye to recognize them — but to leading tones of 
color which as primaries, secondaries and tertiaries 
set the keynote for the rest. 

What we contend for is the importance of 
having the same names for precisely the same 
hues in lightest, medium, and darkest shades of 
leading colors. The exact depth of a particular 
tint twining under one or other of these three 
degrees, requires to be fixed and agreed on by 
color manufacturers, leaving the designation of 
intermediate hues to be determined by individual 
judgment according to their natural position 
relatively to such standards in the chromatic 
scale. 

We are not suggesting such an Utopian idea as 
that for the general good and to remove existing 
vagueness, manufacturers should produce identical 
tints under the standard designations thus pro- 
posed to be put forward. Indeed this would be 
impossible from differences in the constituents, or 
in the proportions of each of their several makes 
of colors or in processes adopted by them. 

What we urge is concurrent action on their 
part in selecting a series of tints within the limits 
we have indicated, with agreed designations, from 
which all other tints shall be recognized as a 
departure. 

Workers in color and especially decorative 
artists would thus be saved from numerous dis- 
appointments and manifest inconveniences as re- 
spects the filling of orders for color stock. They 
would be able to indicate more clearly precisely 
the tone they wanted. 



After a protracted delay, — a delay which 
seemed never to have an ending, it would appear, 
from the indifference of our citizens to it, — the 
French statue of liberty has arrived in our harbor 
on a French man-of-war. By a considerable effort 
a suitable reception was gotten up for the officers 
of the ship bearing the statue, and courtesy, at 
least, was extended to the bearers, even if it has 
been very scantily dealt out to the sculptor of this 
magnificent gift. 



It appears hardly credible when one thinks 
of the folly displayed in a great many of the 
popular subscriptions, that the provision for a 
pedestal upon which the statue might be placed, 
could not have been made with less mortifying 
delay and solicitation. 

It is creditable on one hand, however, that the 
amount necessary for this work has been raised 
by the contributions of small sums coming from 
the people. The few noticeably wealthy men of 
this city who would naturally be expected to add 
something to the fund, just as naturally added 
nothing. Credit for the final efforts to raise the 
sum necessary is certainly due to The N. T. World, 
which has persistently and ingeniously followed 
the matter up until almost sufficient has, been 
raised. These efforts are worthy of recognition, 
and any of our readers who may care to aid them 
may send their offerings to us and we will turn 
them over to The World, by whom they will, no 
doubt, be acknowledged. 



The suggestions, gathered from the average 
novelist of the day, are hardly the proper guide 
for any practical action in either manners or art. 
We occasionally notice the most questionable 
advice, especially in matters of taste, coming from 
writers who have reputations that should insure 
better knowledge. A popular story now running 
in a prominent magazine describes what the ideal 
house of the author would be, and the furnishing 
is declared to be white, white mantels, white 
ceiling and walls, and a total absence of hard 
woods' or any of the really attractive improve- 
ments that have resulted from modern good taste. 
If this hint was thrown out as the freak of an 
eccentric it would be harmless teaching, but as 
the sober advice of a character represented as an ar- 
chitect of reputation and ability, it becomes absurd. 



We have now in course of publication a 
magnificent souvenir to the members and friends 
of the Seventh Regiment, N.G. S. N.Y. It will 
be in portfolio shape and made up of a series of 
illustrations of the different rooms in the Regi- 
ment's armory, with a description of each and a 
quantity of other interesting information concern- 
ing the organization. Each member of the Regi- 
ment will receive a copy, others wishing it will 
have one mailed to their address, postage free, 
upon receipt of twenty-five cents. 



A few weeks since we made an allusion to 
the persistent ugliness of the Broadway stage or 
omnibus. Like everything else that refuses to 
keep pace with the times and clings unnecessarily 
and unmeaningly to an idea that has died from 
age, the stage is about to pass out of existence 
and will be superseded by a car that we can only 
hope will be more decorative in its way. It 
may be that the thought of the railroad was in- 
spired by the horrible ugliness of the stages. It 
should be a warning. 



We are preparing a translation from' the 
French of a series of articles upon the decoration 
of ceilings, showing the various styles prevailing 
at different epochs. The series, we think,, will be 
valuable, and we know it will be interesting. 
The illustrations accompanying the descriptive 
matter have been selected from authorities, and 
will, no doubt, convey many excellent hints. 



We shall very shortly commence a series of 
designs for office fittings, desks, chairs, partitions, 
etc., which, being practical, we trust will also be 
useful. Several letters from subscribers have 
suggested this series to us and we are much obliged 
for the hint. 



